
Hey, students!

We want to make you aware of a new process created to address the complexities of disbursing funds to 

international students that do not have a bank account in the United States. 

The fastest, most secure way we can disburse student funds is via direct deposit to a domestic (US) bank 

account. Through an arrangement with the Stanford Federal Credit Union (SFCU), international students 

who do not yet have a US bank account now can open a Free checking account online or via the SFCU 

mobile app. Please see the instructions below on how to open an account and reach out to the SFCU 

with any questions. A team of specialists is prepared to assist you through the process. 

Once funds are deposited into your SFCU account, you can transfer those funds to an account in your 

country at no cost online (through the mobile app). SFCU also provides free use of worldwide ATMs. Of 

course, currency exchange rates of the bank(s) in your home country will apply.  

SFCU Stanford International Students Account Opening Process

Stanford Federal Credit Union can open accounts for Stanford International students currently abroad. 

Students are instructed to go to the Students webpage, https://www.sfcu.org/students/ , and click the 

Open Account button, then complete the Online Account Opening (OAO) with the following instructions: 

1. Enter their Stanford email address as well as Stanford University’s physical address, 450 Jane

Stanford Way, Stanford, CA 94305, for the application.

2. Enter the US phone number of 650-463-6422 to temporarily bypass any requirement.

3. Upload a copy of their Passport for identification purposes.

4. Select Stanford student eligibility.

5. Complete a W-8 form (in the case of no SSN) to complete and submit the application.

6. Once the application has been submitted, please send an email to StanfordFCUOnline@sfcu.org

and provide your name, international address, phone number, and email address so we can

update your membership profile with your current contact information. Please CC Juan Vargas

your Student Relationship Manager at Stanford FCU.

If you have any questions about the account-opening process or need help troubleshooting, contact 

SFCU:  

Email - StanfordFCUOnline@sfcu.org & Jvargas@sfcu.org 

Web - www.sfcu.org 
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